Thanatosis in a Green Forest Lizard, Calotes calotes (Linnaeus 1758) by Sengupta, Debaprasad et al.
 IRCF REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS  •  27(2):306–307  •  AUG 2020
Thanatosis in a Green Forest Lizard,  
Calotes calotes (Linnaeus 1758)
Debaprasad Sengupta1, Puja Deb2, and Prayas Auddy2
1Bansbari Pathar, Dibrugarh–786001, Assam, India (debaprasad.sengupta40@hotmail.com)
2Department of Zoology and Wildlife Biology, A.V.C. College (Autonomous), Mannampandal–609305, Tamil Nadu, India
306
IRCF REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS  •  VOL15, NO 4  •  DEC 2008 189TABLE OF CONTENTS
T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S
F E A T U R E  A R T I C L E S
 Chasing Bullsnakes (Pituophis catenifer sayi) in Wisconsin: 
On the Road to Understanding the Ecology and Conservation of the Midwest’s Giant Serpent ...................... Joshua M. Kapfer 190
 The Shared History of Treeboas (Corallus grenadensis) and Humans on Grenada: 
A Hypothetical Excursion ............................................................................................................................Robert W. Henderson 198
R E S E A R C H  A R T I C L E S
 The Texas Horned Lizard in Central and Western Texas .......................  Emily Henry, Jason Brewer, Krista Mougey, and Gad Perry 204
 The Knight Anole (Anolis equestris) in Florida 
 .............................................Brian J. Camposano, Kenneth L. Krysko, Kevin M. Enge, Ellen M. Donlan, and Michael Granatosky 212
C O N S E R V A T I O N  A L E R T
 World’s Mammals in Crisis  .............................................................................................................................................................   220
 More Than Mammals  ......................................................................................................................................................................   223
 The “Dow Jones Index” of Biodiversity  ...........................................................................................................................................   225
H U S B A N D R Y
 Captive Care of the Central Netted Dragon  ....................................................................................................... Shannon Plummer 226
P R O F I L E
 Kraig Adler: A Lifetime Promoting Herpetology  ................................................................................................ Michael L. Treglia 234
C O M M E N T A R Y
 The Turtles Have Been Watching Me  ........................................................................................................................ Eric Gangloff 238
B O O K  R E V I E W
 Threatened Amphibians of the World edited by S.N. Stuart, M. Hoffmann, J.S. Chanson, N.A. Cox, 
R. Berridge, P. Ramani, and B.E. Young  ..............................................................................................................  Robert Powell 243
 CONSERVATION RESEARCH REPORTS:   Summaries of Published Conservation Research Reports  .................................  245
 NATURAL HISTORY RESEARCH REPORTS:   Summaries of Published Reports on Natural History .................................  247
 NEWBRIEFS  ......................................................................................................................................................................................  248
 EDITORIAL INFORMATION  .....................................................................................................................................................  251
 FOCUS ON CONSERVATION:   A Project You Can Support  ...............................................................................................  252
Front Cover. Shannon Plummer.
Totat et velleseque audant mo 
estibus inveliquo velique rerchil 
erspienimus, quos accullabo. Ilibus 
aut dolor apicto invere pe dolum 
fugiatis maionsequat eumque 
moditia erere nonsedis ma sectiatur 
ma derrovitae voluptam, as quos 
accullabo.
Back Cover. Michael Kern
Totat et velleseque audant mo 
estibus inveliquo velique rerchil 
erspienimus, quos accullabo. Ilibus 
aut dolor apicto invere pe dolum 
fugiatis maionsequat eumque 
moditia erere nonsedis ma sectia-
tur ma derrovitae voluptam, as
IR
C
F
REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS
C O N S E R V AT I O N  A N D  N AT U R A L  H I S T O R Y
Copyright © 2020. Debaprasad Sengupta. All rights reserved. 
WWW.IRCF.ORG
Thanatosis, also kn wn as de th-feigning or a state of tonic immobility, is an anti-predator strategy adopted 
by diverse prey late in the predation sequence and frequently 
following physical contact by the predator in order to inhibit 
further attacks by a predator (Humphreys and Ruxton, 
2018). It also can function as an instant response to external 
stimuli (Muliya et al. 2018). This behavior has been recorded 
in mammals, birds, fishes, reptiles, amphibians, and arthro-
pods (Vogel and Han-Yuen 2010).
 At 2312 h on 8 April 2020, during an ongoing survey 
of the reptilian fauna at A.V.C. College (Autonomous), 
Mannampandal (11°06'18.80"N, 79°41'27.15"E; WGS84; 
elev. 33 m asl), we captured a juvenile Green Forest Lizard 
(Calotes calotes) (SVL 33 mm, tail length 89 mm) that we 
identified based on a description in Daniel (2002). We mea-
sured it and, after 168 sec, released it on the ground. It imme-
diately turned upside down and remained in that position 
for 378 sec (Fig. 1) before moving suddenly and climbing a 
nearby vine.
 Animals practicing thanatosis presumably manipulate a 
predator by sending a false indicator of their death prior to 
making an escape (Honma et al. 2006). Although thanatosis 
has been reported for a number of reptilian species (summa-
rized in Patel et al. 2016 and Deshmukh et al. 2020), this 
behavior is poorly documented in agamid lizards and war-
rants further study.
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Fig. 1. A juvenile Green Forest Lizard (Calotes calotes) engaged in thanatosis behavior (left) and after recovering from its immobile state and escaping (right). 
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